Word recognition and orthographic context effects in a letter-by-letter reader.
The performance of letter-by-letter readers when attempting to decipher written material gives the impression that words fail to directly evoke any higher-level representation. As a consequence, spelling patterns appear to be treated perceptually as if they were a collection of random letters. We tested the hypothesis that words are no longer mapped onto orthographic descriptions by examining the ability of a letter-by-letter reader to identify letters in familiar words, pseudowords, and random strings. A clear effect of orthographic context was obtained on the accuracy of letter recognition, indicating that spelling patterns do gain access to more central components of the reading mechanism. The implications of this result for our understanding of the syndrome are discussed.